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LAND USE DESIGNATIONS - NEW
•	 RESIDENTIAL INFILL - This land use is intended to accommodate infill density housing of up to 

four units within a 10-20 minute walk of the Historic Village Commercial Core. The renovation of 
heritage homes to include multiple rental suites is also envisioned within this area.  Typical infill  
development includes the following densification scenarios: 

•	 Narrow lot single family dwellings
•	 Single Family with secondary suite and accessory dwelling unit (garage apartment, coach 

house, laneway house)
•	 Duplex dwelling units 
•	 Triplex or Fourplex units
•	 Townhouse dwelling units 
•	 Rowhouse dwelling units 

•	 RESIDENTIAL - This designation is intended for low density residential use. These properties are 
generally located outside of the urban containment boundary and may or may not be connected 
to municipal servicing.

•	 MULTI-FAMILY LOW DENSITY - This designation is intended to allow for a variety of low-rise 
residential uses such as row housing and townhouses

•	 MULTI-FAMILY MEDIUM DENSITY - This designation is intended to promote a medium-density 
residential area that allows for Low rise apartments ( 3-4 storeys)

•	 COMMERCIAL MIXED USE - This designation is intended for development in the Historic Village 
Commercial Core to accommodate: Mixed-use buildings with retail, service, and other uses on 
the ground floor and residential units above the non-residential space, as well as free-standing 
commercial units; 

•	 Encourage development that exhibits the physical design characteristics of the Historic 
Village Commercial Core as outlined in the Heritage Conservation Area Guidelines

•	 Maintain pedestrian-oriented, storefront-style shopping streets.

•	 SERVICE COMMERCIAL - This designation is intended for business operations centres, small 
scale manufacturing and related storage and handling of materials, goods and equipment, private 
recreational facilities/fitness centres, and grocery stores requiring large lots and parking areas.

•	 MIXED USE - The mixed-use designation is intended to encourage and contain, commercial and 
residential use.  Such residential uses are intended to create economic vitality and a mixed use 
community and may include live/work, live above, as well as free-standing residential units.

•	 INSTITUTIONAL - This designation includes non-profit or semi-public and public use or 
institutions such as a church, library, public or private school, health care facilities and civic 
facilities as well as limited employee or caretaker housing associated with the uses

•	 INTERCHANGE LANDS - This land use designation is intended for the Interchange Lands that are 
under a Comprehensive Development Agreement. This area is not required to meet the 20-year 
housing need projected at the time of OCP adoption but may contribute to increasing housing 
options and diversity and provide commercial and light industrial uses that complement existing 
land uses in the Village.  The area requires further planning and design to clarify future use, 
servicing, and circulation patterns. The design shall protect wetlands and sensitive environments, 
provide a vegetated buffer to the highway and maintain connectivity with recreational trails on 
adjacent lands.

•	 MIXED USE – CIVIC FACILITIES - This designation is intended for a mix of two or more of the 
following land uses: civic, commercial, medium-density multi-family, institutional, cultural, and 
public open space.

•	 OPEN SPACES, PARKS, AND GREENWAYS - The intent of this designation is to provide suitable 
land for environmental conservation, including watershed protection, and low-impact public 
recreation. The designation also applies to the Village’s parks, playgrounds, and other public open 
spaces including regional parks and conservation areas.

•	 WORKING FOREST - This designation includes privately managed working forest located in the 
northwest of the Village and is intended to accommodate forest management and other resource 
land uses. Land to the southwest of Comox Lake Road is intended to accommodate low impact 
recreational uses.  Subdivision of land will only be permitted in this area for environmental 
conservation and appropriate recreational purposes.

•	 DOWNTOWN COMMERCIAL – ADJACENT RESIDENTIAL - This designation is intended to 
promote a medium density residential area that transitions the downtown to the surrounding 
neighbourhoods. The primary focus is on residential uses while allowing for some professional 
and personal services.

•	 HEAVY INDUSTRIAL - This designation is intended to maintain and reinforce industrial lands to 
allow for a variety of primary industrial uses.

•	 LIGHT INDUSTRIAL - This designation is intended to allow a diversity of light industrial and 
ancillary uses. It is permitted where appropriate and impacts to adjacent properties can be 
mitigated.
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LAND USE DESIGNATIONS - CHANGING
•	 AGRICULTURE - This designation  is intended for rearing, producing, harvesting, and processing of 

agricultural products, including livestock, and the storage and repair of implements and machinery 
used for farming purposes.

•	 PARK - This land use designation applies to the Village’s parks, playgrounds, and public open 
spaces.  This includes regional parks, pocket parks, nature parks, community parks, and 
neighbourhood parks.   

•	 GREENWAY - This designation applies to corridors and areas of land that provide: 

•	 Continuous multi-modal trails, that link existing parks, forest lands, environmentally 
sensitive lands, wetlands and other green spaces, including recreational trails, throughout 
the Village boundaries 

•	 Biodiversity and wildlife connectivity  

•	 COMMERCIAL - This designation is intended for development designed to service the commercial 
needs of the Village, and the region.  Commercial activities located in the Village include 
pedestrian oriented neighbourhood and community services as well as various forms of tourist 
accommodation and related services and microbreweries and micro-distilleries. 

•	 INDUSTRIAL - This designation is intended to encourage and contain new industrial development 
and respect existing industrial development in the gateway area of Cumberland Road.  Typical 
industrial development will have physical and operating characteristics that are neither offensive 
nor hazardous.  Additionally, all industrial development will be designed and implemented to 
mitigate any adverse effects on the economic and aesthetic welfare of any nearby residential 
and commercial uses.  Federally licensed medical marijuana production facilities can revitalize 
underused industrial, away from residential uses, and potentially create a hub for the 
pharmaceutical industry.

•	 RESIDENTIAL - This designation includes new neighbourhood-scaled residential development 
within the Village.  It includes single detached and multiple dwellings in accordance with the 
Village’s Zoning Bylaw.
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Parks and Greenway 
are being combined 
into the new Open 
Spaces, Parks and 

Greenways definition

This is being 
separated into 

Light and Heavy 
Industrial

The definition of 
residential is being 
updated to better 

reflect properties that 
are not subject to 

infill




