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Tasks

Awning
dimensions
Building massing
Fencing
Solar Ready
Features

Examples of
Illustrations:

IllustratingEditing

+



Tasks

Editors Illustrators



Process: Writing

OCP ADU Guide HAP Guide Heritage Guide

The core
information 

An example of
style

An example of
heritage guide Our final product+ + =



Process: Writing

Redundancy

Clarity

Language

Significance

Flow



 Example of Changes to Text 

Who is our audience? 

What do the words mean?

What information can be
removed?

What information is missing?

How should the information
be organized? 

 



Process: Photos

These signs are painted on the exterior walls of
buildings.
 Avoid large garish or brightly coloured wall signs
that would be out of place in Cumberland

Painted wall signs:

a.

b.

Maintain original materials to ensure visual
continuity. 
Leave original materials in place when intact. 

Original materials: 

a.

b.





Process: Illustrations

"Building massing shall respond to a human scale with
materials and details that are proportionate to human height

and provide visual interest at the street and sidewalk
level."

 Awnings are recommended, where appropriate.
The awning or canopy shall be well set back from the curb
 Awning and canopy dimensions shall be as follows:

2.8 metres minimum height from ground level to bottom of awning
1.8 metres maximum projection from building
45 degree awning or canopy angle
1.8 metres maximum frame height 

1.
2.
3.

a.
b.
c.
d.



Process: Illustrations

Version 1
"Architectural features such as cubic
massing and dense site coverage,

generally limited to one or two
stories."

What Didn't Work What Changed

Version 2
 Fencing & Hedges: 

 In order to maintain the existing open appearance, owners or designates are
encouraged to limit whenever possible the height of fences or solid hedges
between the front of the principal building and the front lot line.
Where construction of a new fence is contemplated, owners or designates are
encouraged to erect a fence or wall of historic appearance (e.g., various styles of
pickets or stone walls).

1.
a.

b.



Process: Illustrations

Version 2

Version 1

Version 3

New Buildings within the Heritage Conservation Area:
c. Building orientation should, where practical, be designed to
optimize the benefits of solar orientation.
d. Building design should incorporate solar ready features 



Using the Assigned Readings
Background research on Graphic formats in Official

Community Planning and other ordinances elsewhere.

Clarification: Understanding of the wording of the

design guidelines text to be illustrated.

Custom Character Graphics: The illustrations took into

account the particular characteristics and architectural

values of the neighborhood.

Visual Analysis/ Page Layout: Reformatted the layout

of the design guidelines text for greater visual clarity and

to more effectively relate to the new graphic material.

1.

2.

3.

4.

"The goal of graphic illustrations is
to clarify the written language"



Process: Layout

Cumberland Red

Floating Photos

Version 1

Version 2

HCA Map Pink

Boarders

Smaller Photos

Wider Margins 

Heading Background Bar



Version 3

Microsoft Blue

Final: Layout 

Large Photos Aligned
to Text

Justified Text

Different Categories
on Different Pages

Lists a, b, c . . .



 A detailed, regulatory voice 
 A clear voice for the audience

As planners we have two voices: 
1.
2.

This project was about translating between the two. Visual
communication is a great tool. 

Lessons learned

The design or character of a place is difficult to preserve or
write down with design guidelines. This project was great
experience wrestling with this challenge. 



Final Product: Reflections

Value of lived experience
(Karin)
Value of teamwork (many
eyes)
Overall visual communication
is an effective tool
Stuck to our timeline

Successes

Challenges with formatting in
word
Challenge with large amount of
information
Creating visuals is time consuming,
had to optimize their effectiveness
Must rely on words to some extent
Battle between concise and clear
Flexible vs consistent with OCP

Improvement
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